2d MABlTHt. 

MarajM is usually written in the so-called Balbodh or ia the so-callei Modi character.^ 

writjen character, BalbSdh, lit. * teachable to children' is identical with Dera- 

iiagaw, aud has bean desoribed ia Vol r. Part ii, pp. 7 and ff. 

It is used in almost all printed books, and also, to a great extent, in private transactions and 

letters. The tlodi character i* almost totally confined to the latter kind of writing. An 

example of its me will be found on pp. 269 and ff. It consists of the followin'' si^ns -— 

V0W»L8. 



t33« 


tjd 


U i>h 


C T «. «. 




W' 




^. 


t/«« 5)^ 


lih tJi 






Consonants. 




TT *« 


^ khct 


Tf tf« 


IJ i/^a 


J. na 


^^ cha 


'3C chha 


Th 


J^ Jha 


5T ^« 


JT ta 


^ /te 


"yj ^^ 


"2o C^^a 


Ulva 


K ta 


2J tha 


XJ da 


^ d%» 


"^ »a 


U P<» 


X^ pha 


H ba 


'^ bha 


11 ma 


n ya 


"J '« 


"7 ifi 


XJ m 




fl &a 


^ sh(t 


^ «* 


U" ha 





or) /a ^f A«Aei ^ d/tya 

The forms of the vowels given above are only used at the beginning of words or 
syllables. When the vowels follow a consonant they are expressed by means of secondary 
signs in the same way as in the Uevanagari alphabet. For the sake of teaching these 
signs the alphabet is disposed in Bdrdk^dUf or serim of twelve letters, each containing a 
consonant combined with all possible vocalic sounds. Such Barakh*dis are : — 

ka ha ki kl ku ku ke kai kb kau kam k(ih 
ga gd gi gl gu gu ge gai go gnu gam gah 

ta ta ti tl tu fu t^ tai to tau fam fah 

A sbort note on the Modi Cha^atUr by B. A. Qupie will be foaii In the InUai^ inti'iu%ry, V«>l. xxxtv, 1903 , pp. 27 and ff. 
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In Kohkacil the Kanarese and also the Boman alphabet are often used for the print- 
ing and writing of the dialect. Compare below p, 167. The Kanarese letters hare been 
desoribed in Volume IV under Kanarese. 

Mr. Beames has justly pointed out that Marathi has * a very decided individuality, a 

type quite its own, arising from its comparative isolation for 
SO many centuries. The vocabulary chiefly consists of Tad* 
bhavas of different age. The loans from Persian are comparatively unimportant. On the 
-other hand, old Tadbhavas have, since the revival of Maralhi literature, to some extent been 
replaced by Sanskrit loan-words. Thus, we now find prasad^ favour, instead of the pa$A]^ 
of Dnyanoba's poetry; gambhlr^ deep, instead of his gahiru; ndth, a lord, instead of his 
ndh^ and so on. The general character of Marathi has been desoribed by Mr. Beames as 
follows : — ' Marathi is one of those languages which one may call playful — it delights in all 
sorts of jingling formations and has struck out a larger quantity of secondary and tertiary 
words, diminutives, and the like, than any of the other tongues.'. 
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